



























































St. Joseph County
Animal Care & Control Ordinance

¢) Four (4) photographs of said animal from four different sides, not taken more
than one month prior to the date of application

d) A current immunization and health record or said animal showing the animal
received a current rabies vaccine by a licensed veterinarian
9. No person shall be issued 2 Dangerous Animal Permit if they have been convicted of
a felony involving violence, drugs, animal cruelty or animal fighting
10. A duly authorized member of the police or other law enforcement departments,
including but not limited to, game wardens, conservation officers, and other law
enforcement officers, shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section in the
performance of their law enforcement duties.
11. Must be spayed or neutered within 30 days of being deemed a Dangerous Animal.
12. Upon being approved for a Dangerous Animal Permit, the owner shall pay $100.00

for this permit. Any violation of any part of this ordinance would be cause to have
this permit revoked.

13. No person shall own, harbor, possess or have on his premises more than one animal
that has been deemed Dangerous according to this ordinance.

D. Public Nuisance Animal Permit

No Person shall own, harbor, possess or keep an animal deemed a Public

Nuisance unless the owner of said animal possesses a Public Nuisance permit.

Each permit shall be $100.00 annually or until the animal is no longer deemed a

Public Nuisance. An animal will be no longer by deemed a Public Nuisance

when, after two years, it ceases to meet the definition of the Public Nuisance.

E. Animal Performance Permit, Including: Exhibition/Petting Zoo/Swap

Meet/Carnival

1. No person or entity shall operate or maintain for profit an animal performance
or exhibition without first having obtained a permit from the County Animal
Control Agency. The cost of this permit is $100.00 per day.

2. The application for such permit shall describe the proposed location, the
purposes for which it is maintained and that dates and hours of such
performances or exhibitions. The proposed event must be in compliance
with local, State and Federal laws regarding the humane care and treatment of
such animals, and a copy of said application shall be filed with the County
Animal Control Agency no later than ten (10) days prior to the first date of the
proposed performance or exhibition.

1 3. The applicant shall provide written proof of insurance in the limits of liability
not less than three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for injury to or
death of one person in any one occurrence.

4. Any permit issued under the provisions of this Section may be revoked by the
County Animal Contro! Agency by reasonable notice or hearing. The above
fee may be waived by the Animal Control Commission.

5. The permit holder shall be responsible for maintaining section 4.10.011
General Animal Care Requirements as the standard of care for all animals
involved.

F. Minor Breeder Permit

1. Any owner or person having custody of 2 dog or cat that has delivered a litter,
who chooses not to relinquish the animal to the Animal Control Agency and
does not choose to have the animal neutered or spayed, shall be required to
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Animal Care & Control Ordinance

2.

purchase a Minor Breeder Permit for the sum of $50.00 plus any applicable
Kennel/Cattery Permit fees. The minor breeder permit is valid for the cat or
dog for 12 months from the time the litter is born providing no other litters are
born within a 12 month period of time. The permit is only applicable to
owners who own one cat or one dog which are able to procreate.

All applicants must be in compliance with all local zoning ordinances, state
and federal rules.

G. Major Breeder Permit

1.

(78 ]

4.

5.

Any owner or person having custody of a dog or cat that has delivered more
than one litter in 12 months time, who chooses not to have the animal
neutered or spayed, will be required to purchase a Major Breeder Permit .
The fee of $100.00 plus any applicable Kennel or Cattery Permit Fees.

. Any owner or person who has custody of multiple dogs or cats that have

delivered more than one litter and prefers to breed intentionally or
accidentally said animals the following shall prevail provided they are zoned
appropriately according to county zoning laws. Proof of vaccination for rabies
given by a licensed veterinarian must be provided in order to obtain a permit.
They must adhere to the General Animal Care Requirements section of this
ordinance 4.10.011.

All applicants must be in compliance with all local zoning ordinances state
and federal rules.

H. Kennel/Cattery Permit

1.

Anyone maintaining a Kennel and/or Cattery as defined in section 4.10.010 of
this ordinance shall be required to obtain a Kennel or Cattery Permit. The
permit fees as set forth below pertain to the total number of cats and/or dogs
that will be housed on the property where the Kennel and/or Cattery is/are
located.

4-15 dogs/cats $50.00 annually

16-25 dogs/cats $75.00 annually

26 or more dogs/cats ~ $100.00 annually
Proof of vaccination for rabies given by a licensed veterinarian mu st be
provided for each animal in order to obtain a permit.

. They must adhere to the General Animal Care Requirements section of this

ordinance 4.10.011.

All applicants must be in compliance with all local zoning ordinances, and
state and federal rules.

I. Omnibus Permit

1.

2.
3.

01/09/07 9:06 AM

The Omnibus Permit shall allow the holder of such permit to operate a kennel
or cattery and to be a major or minor breeder.

The yearly fee for the Omnibus Permit shall be $150.00.

The Omnibus Permit holder does not need to obtain individual permits in the
aforementioned section 4.10.210, (E), (F), (G) and (H), but all requirements
for each of the aforementioned permits shall be met before the Omnibus
Permit may obtained.

All applicants must be in compliance with all local zoning ordinances, and
state and federal rules.
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J. Rehabilitation Permit: Anyone seeking to obtain a Rehabilitation Permit shall:
1. show proof of the appropriate permits from the State and Federal authorities;
and

2. show proof that they are preparing the animal to go back to its natural habitat;
and

3. follow the Animal Care Requirements section in this ordinance 4.10.011; and

4. be under preview of The Animal Control Commission; and

5. not be required to pay a fee for this permit.

K. Foster Home Permit Any person maintaining a foster home as defined as in section
4.10.010 is required to obtain a yearly Foster Home Permit.

L. Shelter Permit Anyone maintaining a shelter as defined in 4.10 010 shall be required
to obtain an annual permit. The fee for such permit shall be $100.00. Shelters
maintained by 501¢3 organizations or municipality ownership shall be exempt from
the fee only.

M. Exterminator Permit No person, partnership, or corporation shall operate a
exterminator service in the County, without first obtaining from the County Animal

Control Agency a Exterminator Permit. The cost of the annual Permit shall be
350.00.

4.10.270 Fees

In addition to all other fees required to be paid by State or local laws or ordinances, the
following fees shall be paid to and retained by the County Anirhal Control Agency:

Animal Performance Permit $100.00 per day
see 4.10 210(E)
County Controlled Animal Permit $500.00 non-refundable application fee and
see 4.10 210(A) $100.00 annual fee per animal
Dangerous Animal Permit $100.00 annual fee per animal
see 4.10 2190(C)
Exterminator Permit £50.00 annual fee
see 4.10.21(M)
Rehabilitation Permit No annual fee
See 4.10.210(J)

" Foster Home Permit No annual fee

, see 4,10 210(K)
Pet Shop Permit $100 annual fee
see 4.10 210(B)
Shelter Permit $100 annual fee
see 4.10 210(L)

01/09/07 9:06 AM
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St. Joseph County

Animal Care & Control Ordinance
First Redemption* | Second Third Redemption* | Fourth &
Redemption* Subsequent
Redemptions**
$25.00 — first day $50.00 - first day $75.00 - first day $250.00 fine for

and Dangerous Dog
License or Nuisance
License

Dangerous Dog
License or Nuisance
License

$10.00 per

$10.00 per $10.00 per $20.00 per
additional day additional day additional day additional day
Microchip fee as Microchip fee as Microchip fee as Microchip fee as
applicable applicable applicable applicable
Licensing fee Licensing fee Licensing fee Licensing fee
Veterinary fees** Veterinary fees** Veterinary fees** Veterinary fees**

* In a twelve (12) month period
*¥ Based on the discretion and findings of the Animal Control Agency and collection of

veterinary fees.

1.

Pa

The Animal Control Agency shall collect all such licensing and fines for the County.
Fees collected shall be used for animal control, the health and welfare of the animals
and education of the public.

The County Animal Control Agency shall have authority to take whatever action is
reasonably necessary, including humane euthanasia, to deal with a sick or injured

animal, for the welfare of the animal, and for the safety of humane officers and the
public.

. Inthe event that an animal is retained at the impoundment facility because its owner

has been in violation of this Ordinance, the owner shall be responsible to pay the
redemption fee and any and all veterinary bills incurred, for routine vaccinations for
the animal(s) if necessary, veterinary services, boarding fees, all pertinent expenses,
and all applicable Permit and/owner licensing fees reasonably necessary and incurred
for the benefit of the animal.

Any animal impounded in an animal control facility, if not reclaimed by its owner
within three days of its impoundment, shall thereby become the property of the
Animal Control Agency and, if not adopted out, may be humanely euthanized.

4.10.271 Exceptions
No permits shall be required of the County Animal Control Agency, veterinary hospitals
or clinics and County owned or leased facilities. There shall be no fees for training
facilities that train animals specifically to assist their handicapped owner or any not-for-
profit organizations, as defined in section 4.10.010. However, all animal care provisions
of this Ordinance shall apply to such exempt persons or entities.

4.10.272 Issuance of Permits
A. Application for permits shall be made to the County Animal Control Agency on the

forms providing for the particular permit and shall include the name, address and
telephone number of the applicant, type of permit applied for, number and
description(s) of animal(s), proof of valid rabies vaccination when required by law,
information and proof of sterilization and the appropriate fee. Appropriate State and

01/09/07 9:06 AM
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Federal permit numbers must be provided in cases that involve wildlife or federally
protected animals, or any animal that requires any State or Federal permit.
All applicants must be in compliance with all of their applicable State, Local or
Federal laws germane to this Ordinance, and the applicant shall not have been
convicted of any cruelty to animal offenses as set forth by Federal or State statutes.
Applicants for permits must agree in writing to on-site inspections by the County
Animal Control Agency prior to the issuance of any permit or at any time during the
valid term of such permit, upon reasonable advance notice.
The County Animal Control Agency shall have the authority and discretion te-to issue
or deny permits provided herein subject to the following criteria:
1. No person shall be issued a permit if he or she has been convicted of a
criminal act involving cruelty to animals.
2. Applicants must have proper facilities per 4.10.011 of this Ordinance in place
appropriate for such species of animal before permits shall be issued.
3. Applicants shall exhibit sufficient knowledge or proof of previous experience
in handling and keeping of such species of animal.
4. Applicants shall have no previous record of providing inadequate or improper
care for animals.
Permits are to be issued for a term of one (1) year except where State statutes, laws,
regulations for issuance of said permits require otherwise.
Upon approval of the application for the permit, the County Animal Control Agency
shall issue a permit in written form which includes the permit number, type of permit,
and all pertinent information as required by this ordinance. In addition, for each
permit, the County Animal Control Agency shall issue a durable tag stamped with the
permit number and year of issuance for each said permit.

G. The County Animal Control Agency shall maintain records of the money collected

!—l

-

!

for the issued permits for seven years after issuance.

All fees shall be paid at the time of application for a permit and are not refundable.
No person may use any permit, license or tag for any animal other than the animal for
which it was issued.

It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, to cause to be manufactured, or to
have in his or her possession a stolen, counterfeit or forged animal permit, license or

tag, rabies or neutering certificate, or other form of licensing or documentation
required by this ordinance.

4,10.273 Licenses
A All dogs, cats and ferrets owned by residents of the unincorporated portions of St.

B.

Joseph County shall be required to be licensed. The purpose of such licensing is for
identification and enforcement of required rabies vaccination. If the animal does not
have an applicable County Tag within 30 days from the time that the tag becomes
invalid then there will be $50.00 fine. When the tag is issued for a period of one year,
the date will coincide with the rabies vaccination certificate and become invalid in
one year and one day. When the tag is issued for a period of three years, the date will
coincide with the rabies vaccination certificate and become invalid in three years and
one day.

The o“j:ner must show proof of a current vaccination for rabies for each animal. The
County Animal Control Agency shall order, process and collect fees for the issuance

01/05/07 9:06 AM
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By

of tags which will be affixed to the animals’ collar and/or kept for proof that the
animal has been vaccinated for rabies by a licensed and accredited veterinarian.
Animals who qualify for the $5.00 one year County tag must be altered,

microchipped and vaccinated with a one year rabies vaccine administered by a
licensed veterinarian. Animals who qualify for the three year $10.00 County tag must
be altered, microchipped and vaccinated with a three year rabies vaccine administered
by a licensed veterinarian.

The one year County tags shall be sold to veterinarians who will collect the following

for one year tags representing animals vaccinated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian
and:

1. Altered and micro chipped $5.00 yearly
2. Altered and non-micro chipped------—-——----$10.00 yearly
3. Non altered and micro chipped---~--—-----~- $15.00 yearly
4. Unaltered and non-micro chipped-~-—-"-" $25.00 yearly

Animals that can not be vaccinated due to health issues must have a letter from their
veterinarian as to the cause, but must still have a tag and pay for that fee.

The three year County tags shall be sold to veterinarians who will collect $10.00 for
per tag for animals that have received a three year rabies vaccination, that are
neutered or spayed, and microchipped and keep $2.00 for the processing thereof.

The County Animal Control Agency shall then keep one dollar ($1.00) for one-year
tags and two dollars ($2.00) for 3 year tags. The agency shall forward to the county
all remaining monies minus above mentioned fees and actual cost, procuring and
processing of tags.

Veterinarians will send the animal control facility a copy of the yearly or three year
rabies vaccination certificates and tag receipts within 30 days of the month that the
vaccination was given.

The County Animal Control Agency shall collect all such license fees for the County
and shall account to the County Auditor the same at the end of each month following
the transaction.

Applications for licenses or permits may be made at the Animal Control Agency in
person, by mail or by electronic mail but must include the name, address of applicant,
type of permit applied for, number and description of animal(s), proof of rabies,
vaccination information regarding sterilization and the appropriate fee.

Licenses are to be issued for a term of one year or three years commencing on the
date of issuance.

Permits are to be issued for a term of one year beginning on Jan 1 and ending on Dec
31. Permits need to be secured by Jan 31 of the year for which they are applicable
except in those instances where the individual is not engaged in the activity requiring
such permit at the beginning of the year. In these instances, the individual needs to
secure the permit prior to commencing the activity for which the permit is required.

M. Those persons or organizations not securing permits as required in this ordinance are

subject to fines and penalties stipulated in section 4.10.310.

Microchip implants are registered for the life of the animal with the Animal Control
Agency.

01/09/07 9:06 AM
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4.10.280 Permit Revocation

Any permit provided for herein may be revoked after notice, upon a finding that the
animal owner/permit holder has failed to comply with any requirement of this Ordinance.

‘The owner may appeal to the Animal Control Commission within ten (10) business days
of the revocation.

4.10.290 Inspection

A. Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of, or
perform any duty imposed by this Ordinance, or when there is reasonable cause to
believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any violation of the
provisions of this Ordinance or Indiana State Law, a Humane Officer, health officer,
police officer or duly authorized agent of the St. Joseph County Sheriff is authorized
at all reasonable times to inspect the same for compliance with the provisions of this
Ordinance or any State law, provided that:

1. Ifthe property is occupied, the officer or agent shall first present proper
credentials to the occupant and request entry, explaining the reasons therefore;
and

2. If the property is unoccupied, the officer or agent shall first make a reasonable
effort to locate the owner or other persons having control of the premises and
request entry, explaining the reasons therefore.

B. In the event the officer or agent has reasonable cause to believe that the keeping or
maintaining of an animal(s) is so hazardous, unsafe, dangerous or constitutes a public
nuisance as to require immediate inspection to safeguard the animal or the public
health or safety, the officer shall first present proper credentials and request entry,
explaining the reasons therefore. If entry is refused or cannot be obtained, the officer
or agent shall have recourse to secure lawful entry and inspection of the premises.

C. If'the authorized official is refused entry onto the premises, such authorized official
may seek the issuance of a search warrant or court order issued by a judge of the St.
Joseph County Circuit Court or Superior Court authorizing entry into such building,
structure or premises at all reasonable times to perform any duty imposed upon the
authorized official by this Ordinance.

D. Any owner or occupant of any building, structure or premises within the boundaries

of the County shall have the right to refuse entry thereto to any official of the County

1 requesting entry thereto for purposes of inspection unless such official has first
obtained a search warranty or court order issued by a judge of the County Circuit
Court or Superior Court authorizing such entry for purposes specified therein.

E. For purposes of this Ordinance, any authorized official of the county charged with the
duty of enforcing this Ordinance of the county shall have the authority to seek, in the
name of the county, the issuance of a search warrant or court order authorizing the
entry inte any building, structure or premises within the County for the purpose of
inspecting the same. Such authority shall be granted only upon a showing of
probable cause to believe that there exists a violation of this Ordinance within or
upon such building, structure or premises, a showing that entry thereto has previously
been denied by the owner or occupant of such building, structure or premises or in the
alternative, a showing that an emergency exists within the building, structure or
premises for which entry is sought which will, unless immediately corrected,

01/09/07 9:06 AM
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constitute a clear and present danger to the citizens of the County or any one of them
or to any animal.

F. Except when consent of the owner or occupant has been otherwise obtained or in the
event of an emergency situation, any authorized official of the County seeking entry
into a building structure or premises within the boundaries of the county for the
purpose of inspecting the same shall give the owner or occupant of such building,
structure, or premises, if such owner or occupant can be located with reasonable
effort, twenty-four (24) hours written notice of such representative’s intention to
inspect the building, structure or premises. The notice shall state that the property
owner has the right to refuse entry, and that upon such refusal, inspection may be
made only upon the issuance of a search warrant or court order by a judge of the

County Circuit Court or Superior Court authorizing such entry for purposes sated
therein.

4.10.300 Warning Notice

Persons who violate any provisions of this Ordinance or whose animals violate any
provisions of this Ordinance or who fail to comply with the registration and permit
sections of this Ordinance may, for the first offense, be served with a warning notice
requesting immediate compliance, except in the case that the health and safety of human
beings or other animals are endangered, the offending animal may be immediately

impounded or may be humanely slain by a police officer, or his designee, if such
impoundment is not feasible.

4.10.310 Penalties

A. Any person violating any of the provisions or failing to comply with any of the
mandatory requirements of this Ordinance of the County are guilty of an ordinance
violation. Except in such cases where different or additional punishment is prescribed in
this Ordinance or by any Ordinance of the county or by statute of the state, any person
found violating the ordinances of the County shall be punished by a fine of not less than
Fifty Dollars ($50.00), and not to exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($2,500.00) on the first offense and Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00)
on the second or subsequent offenses.

B. -In the event that an ordinance of the County or State laws, rules or regulations shall

, prescribe a penalty different or in addition to that prescribed by this section, the
provisions of such other ordinances, laws, rules or regulations of the County or the State
shall control.

C. Any person violating any of the provisions of, or failing to comply with any of the
requirements of this Ordinance is in violation of a separate offense for each such
violation. If any violation is continuing, each day’s violation shall be deemed as a
separate violation.

D. The County may bring a civil action to enjoin any person from engaging in conduct
without a license as required under the terms and conditions of the Ordinance or for any
other violation of the terms of this ordinance.

E. Upon the failure of any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance to pay the
penalty as provided herein, the office of the St. Joseph County Attorney or its designated
agent shall issue appropriate summons and complaint charging said party with an
Ordinance violation, which summons and complaint shall be promptly filed with the

01/09/07 9:66 AM
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appropriate court of competent jurisdiction. Said court shall have the power to enter a

civil judgment according to the provisions of this Ordinance and applicable Indiana
Law.,

4.10.320 Effective Date

This Ordinance shall be in full force and affect from and after its passage by the -County

Council of St. Joseph County, and its approval by the St. Joseph County Commissioners
and such publications as required by law, but no sooner than April 1, 2007.

Member, St. Joseph County Council -
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Bill No. 133-06
As Amended

AMENDMENT NO,
ORDINANCENO. {0 - 07

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 4, CHAPTER 4.10 ENTITLED
“ANIMAL CONTROL AND LICENSING”

This bill came before the St. Joseph County Council the _(} _th day of% AdLAN 421 » 200, and was
voted to duly paWss. this Ordinance.

%f/w/)’%ﬁfw\wﬁ

Presxde?{ County Coungl

VOTES

vis b

NO 2 (Schatpe, Qeok, Iy \on)

v

ATTEST:

/M/}a \$

 Auditor, St. Joseph County

Presented by me to the Board of Commissioners of the County of St. Joseph, Indiana,
this_{{ thdayof %ﬁ:au a“iz ) 2007, at the hour of _0} .00 o'clock ﬁ M.

This Ordinance approved and signed by the Board of County Commissioners of St. Joseph County,
Indiana, on the _Jip thdayof __Janua cy » 2008, at the hour of__JO o'clock A M.

CR.__

. Prestdent, County Commissioners

ohbhosed - M

Vice President, County Commissioners

. A,

ember, C&unty Commissioners




